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Summary : 

The .380ACP cartridge is slightly less effective than a standard pressure .38 Special and 

uses bullets of the same diameter as the 9x19mm Luger.  This cartridge is most commonly 

chambered in the short-ōŀǊǊŜƭŜŘ ΨǇƻŎƪŜǘ ǇƛǎǘƻƭΩ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ 

effectiveness over the other popular mousegun calibers of .22lr, .25ACP and .32ACP. 

Perhaps the most noticeable drawback to this cartridges terminal performance is the 

short barrel lengths of most pocket-ǎƛȊŜŘ ƘŀƴŘƎǳƴǎ όǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ нΦтрέ ƭƻƴƎ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊύ.  

Additionally, from the data there appears to be an emphasis on bullet expansion versus 

getting deeper penetration depths in the ammunition that is currently on the market for this 

caliber. 

In defense of the above two mentioned drawbacks, it is necessary to have shorter 

barrels and smaller guns, if the intent is to make the entire package concealable in a pants 

pocket.  Additionally, manufacturers of ammunition are like all other manufacturers ς 

constrained by the need to make a profit in order to keep the doors open and the production 

line running.  Historically speaking, there has only been a small demand for .380ACP 

ammunition, as few people were interested in or able to carry a firearm concealed.  The effect 

of this was to have a limited product line for this caliber and in order to stay profitable, the 

ammunition manufacturers had to develop JHP ammunition that would expand well in as 

many guns as possible.  This is commendable, but it must be noted that adequate penetration 

is also very important and going with a bullet that is designed to function as well at 800 ft/sec 

as it does at 1050 ft/sec (depending on the barrel length of your firearm: longer barrel lengths 

give higher muzzle velocities) might leave you with less terminal performance than you 

expected. 

All cartridges fired in this test were fired from a single Kel-Tec P3AT pocket pistol with 

нΦтрέ ōŀǊǊŜƭ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊƻǳƴŘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ прл ǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŀǘ 

the completion of the described test event.  The figures in the table are averages based on a 3-

shot (or greater) sample size for each bullet listed unless otherwise noted. 

This document will be updated and posted to www.BrassFetcher.com as more test data 

becomes available.   
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Bullet type 
Impact 
velocity 
(ft/sec) 

Impact 
kinetic 
energy 
(ft*lb ) 

Cutting 
perimeter 

(inch) 

Penetration 
depth 
(inch) 

Hornady 90gr XTP JHP 
*BG 910 166 1.69 11.4 

     
Speer 90gr Gold Dot 

JHP *BG 
905 164 2.00 10.3 

     
Cor-Bon 80gr DPX *BG 993 175 2.61 9.8 

     
Remington 102gr 

Golden Saber JHP *BG 
774 136 2.77 10.0 

     
Glaser 70gr Silver 
Safety Slug *BG 1260 247 7.87 6.2 

     
Federal 90gr Personal 
Defense Hydra-Shok 

JHP *BG 
843 142 1.69 12.2 

Federal 90gr Personal 
Defense Hydra-Shok 

JHP *SC 
839 141 1.69 12.0 

     
RBCD 45gr TF/SP *BG 1378 190 1.07 8.0 
RBCD 45gr TF/SP *WC 1351 182 1.10 11.1 

     
Federal 95gr American 

Eagle FMJ *BG 
774 126 1.12 20.7 

Winchester 95gr FMJ 
(truncated cone) *BG 794 133 1.12 21.8 

     
Federal 95gr American 

Eagle FMJ *WC 741 116 1.12 18.4 

Winchester 95gr FMJ 
(truncated cone) *WC 

776 127 1.12 16.0 

Weapon : Kel-¢ŜŎ tо!¢ όнΦтрέ ōŀǊǊŜƭ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΣ Φоул!/t ŎƘŀƳōŜǊ) 

*BG = Bare Gelatin block 

*SC = Summer Clothing 

*WC = Winter Clothing 



Hornady 90gr XTP JHP 

10% ballistic gelatin, bare gelatin block 

(4-shot sample size) 

 

Shot 

number 

Block 

calibration 

velocity 

(ft/sec) 

Block 

calibration 

depth 

(inch) 

Block 

calibration 

temperature 

(degrees 

Fahrenheit) 

Gelatin block 

core 

temperature 

(degrees 

Fahrenheit) 

Impact 

velocity 

(ft/sec) 

Deepest 

penetration 

depth 

(inch) 

Non-

cavitation 

depth 

(inch) 

Largest 

crack 

diameter 

(inch) 

 

Largest 

crack 

diameter 

location 

(inch) 

Recovered 

bullet 

cutting 

perimeter 

(inch) 

Recovered 

bullet 

height 

(inch) 

 

1 587 3.6 42.2 42.3 789 13.1 10.4 1.7 1.5 1.62 0.374 

2 601 4.3 unk unk 912 11.6 unk Unk unk 1.70 0.363 

3 601 4.3 unk unk 936 10.7 unk unk unk 1.73 0.364 

4 601 4.3 unk unk 1004 10.3 unk unk unk 1.72 0.364 

 

Side view (shot 1) 

 
 

Bullet view (shot 1) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Speer 90gr XTP JHP 

10% ballistic gelatin, bare gelatin block 

(3-shot sample size) 

 

Shot 

number 

Block 

calibration 

velocity 

(ft/sec) 

Block 

calibration 

depth 

(inch) 

Block 

calibration 

temperature 

(degrees 

Fahrenheit) 

Gelatin block 

core 

temperature 

(degrees 

Fahrenheit) 

Impact 

velocity 

(ft/sec) 

Deepest 

penetration 

depth 

(inch) 

Non-

cavitation 

depth 

(inch) 

Largest 

crack 

diameter 

(inch) 

 

Largest 

crack 

diameter 

location 

(inch) 

Recovered 

bullet 

cutting 

perimeter 

(inch) 

Recovered 

bullet 

height 

(inch) 

 

1 584 3.6 42.2 42.3 888 10.5 7.1 1.6 1.4 1.97 0.313 

2 601 4.3 unk unk 914 10.2 unk Unk unk 2.00 0.307 

3 601 4.3 unk unk 914 10.1 unk unk unk 2.02 0.307 

 

Side view (Shot 1) 

 
 

Bullet view (Shot 1) 

 
 

 

 

 



Cor-Bon 80gr DPX copper hollowpoint 

10% ballistic gelatin, bare gelatin block 

(3-shot sample size) 

 

Shot 

number 

Block 

calibration 

velocity 

(ft/sec) 

Block 

calibration 

depth 

(inch) 

Block 

calibration 

temperature 

(degrees 

Fahrenheit) 

Gelatin block 

core 

temperature 

(degrees 

Fahrenheit) 

Impact 

velocity 

(ft/sec) 

Deepest 

penetration 

depth 

(inch) 

Non-

cavitation 

depth 

(inch) 

Largest 

crack 

diameter 

(inch) 

 

Largest 

crack 

diameter 

location 

(inch) 

Recovered 

bullet 

cutting 

perimeter 

(inch) 

Recovered 

bullet 

height 

(inch) 

 

1 585 3.6 41.8 42.0 1002 9.8 6.5 2.1 3.7 2.59 0.362 

2 587 3.5 42.2 42.2 1038 10.3 8.4 1.7 2.6 2.61 0.357 

3 593 4.1 unk unk 939 9.4 unk unk unk 2.62 0.358 

 

Side view (Shot 1) 

 
 

Bullet view 

 
 



Remington 102gr Golden Saber JHP 

10% ballistic gelatin, bare gelatin block 

(3-shot sample size) 

 

Shot 

number 

Block 

calibration 

velocity 

(ft/sec) 

Block 

calibration 

depth 

(inch) 

Block 

calibration 

temperature 

(degrees 

Fahrenheit) 

Gelatin block 

core 

temperature 

(degrees 

Fahrenheit) 

Impact 

velocity 

(ft/sec) 

Deepest 

penetration 

depth 

(inch) 

Non-

cavitation 

depth 

(inch) 

Largest 

crack 

diameter 

(inch) 

 

Largest 

crack 

diameter 

location 

(inch) 

Recovered 

bullet 

cutting 

perimeter 

(inch) 

Recovered 

bullet 

height 

(inch) 

 

1 584 3.6 41.7 42.8 776 9.0 5.8 1.3 3.3 2.86 0.377 

2 580 3.4 40.0 41.3 780 11.5 8.0 1.5 2.3 2.14 0.477 

3 576 3.1 37.1 unk 765 9.5 unk 1.4 1.6 3.30 0.368 

 

Side view (shot 3) 

 
 

Bullet view (shot 3) 

 
 



Glaser 70gr Silver Safety Slug 

10% ballistic gelatin, bare gelatin block 

(3-shot sample size) 

 

Shot 

number 

Block 

calibration 

velocity 

(ft/sec) 

Block 

calibration 

depth 

(inch) 

Block 

calibration 

temperature 

(degrees 

Fahrenheit) 

Gelatin block 

core 

temperature 

(degrees 

Fahrenheit) 

Impact 

velocity 

(ft/sec) 

Deepest 

penetration 

depth 

(inch) 

Maximum 

pellet 

dispersion 

(incĥ 2) 

Largest 

crack 

diameter 

(inch) 

 

Largest 

crack 

diameter 

location 

(inch) 

Recovered 

bullet 

cutting 

perimeter 

(inch) 

Recovered 

bullet 

height 

(inch) 

 

1 585 3.5 41.9 42.8 1301 5.9 5.25 2.0 3.0 8.00 0.101 

2 586 3.7 42.0 42.4 1258 6.6 6.72 unk Unk 9.60 0.101 

3 585 3.3 37.9 38.8 1222 6.0 Unk 1.9 1.3 6.00 0.101 

 

Side view  

 
 

Bullet view 

 
 

 

 


